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Correspondence 
 

B4RN and Craven District Council 

I have focused attention recently on writing to B4RN and Craven District 

Council regarding the proposed route through the Stackhouse area. The 

project has progressed little since its inception two and a half years ago, kicked 

in to the long grass due to more lucrative projects, much to the detriment of 

hundreds in our area. We need to see this project completed. 

 

 

 

A compelling benefit that would be brought by the Stackhouse route 

connection would be the completion of a network infrastructure loop that 

stretches across the wider area. This would significantly improve the resilience 

of the network as a whole, and ensure that residents of North Craven can 

effectively and reliably engage with the digital demands of the 21st century 

globalised economy. 

 

I believe that Craven District Council must work to support economic growth 

by investing appropriately, ensuring skills are employment opportunities are 

developed, and that businesses are supported. Levelling-up after the 

pandemic must focus on ensuring robust digital infrastructure across our 

district. This is how we can deliver the skilled jobs for young people in our 

area. Inadequate infrastructure simply frustrates rural economic innovators. 

A sustainable North Craven cannot afford to lose the benefits, namely 

increased digital access and network resilience, that would be 

brought by completing the B4RN loop through the Stackhouse area 

would give. 
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North Yorkshire County Council 

I have also contacted North Yorkshire County 

Council (NYCC) regarding two separate issues 

that have been brought to my attention. Firstly, a resident of Giggleswick 

asked me to reach out to Highways to sort out the A65 hedges on Settle 

bypass, opposite the Craven Arms. They continue to grow, and dangerously 

obscure the entrance to Giggleswick Railway station. I reported this issue to 

NYCC, and was rebutted with the reply that it was the responsibility of 

Northern Trains. I have therefore contacted them, awaiting response. 

 

The second issue that I have written to NYCC about relates to residential 

parking in Horton-in-Ribblesdale. This is a problem that residents have raised 

with me directly, and which I have discussed at Parish Council meetings. I fully 

support tourism to our beautiful area as it brings economic prosperity to many 

working families in the Penyghent ward. The problem is intransigence by local 

government and the national parks in the provision of infrastructure. 

 

Understandably, when rural residents look at the significant scale of parking 

permit operations in places such as Harrogate, it creates a frustration that 

there is unequal treatment in our county. There is a feeling that once again 

rural residents who live far from Northallerton are ignored as a peripheral 

problem. This especially hits home when the laborious processes local people 

go through to demand change from NYCC in our area ends with a flat ‘no’. 

 

Buck-passing is all too common, and it creates resentment when elected 

representatives and officials are not seen to work together for the benefit of 

ratepayers. I was elected to help ease the problems Penyghent residents face, 

and I would like to work with NYCC and others to find a workable solution. 
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Craven District Council Press Releases 
For further media information contact Craven District Council – Nick Lavigueur 01756 706315 

 

9th September 2021 

Council to support plan to plant millions of trees 

Councillors will be asked to support the creation of new woodland across 
Craven in a bid to help flood prevention, capture carbon from the atmosphere 
and create robust, diverse habitats. 

Craven District Council is proposing to work with partners to plant millions of 
trees to significantly boost its woodland coverage. 

Despite the rural nature of the district, Craven has less than half the national 
average of tree canopy cover. 

Low woodland cover in Craven contributes to the flooding of our communities 
as rain runs rapidly off the steep bare hills to cause flash flooding. 

Craven also includes the upper river catchments for recent major flood events 
in Leeds, Tadcaster and Central Lancashire and increasingly the Environment 
Agency is looking at whole catchment solutions to addressing downstream 
flooding. 

The Council intends to tackle this by working with landowners and partners to 
create almost 9,000 hectares of new woodland by 2050 – almost 18 million 
new trees, one of the largest increases in West or North Yorkshire.  If this 
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ambitious target is achieved by 2050, this will still only bring Craven’s 
woodland cover to today’s national average. 

The Council is aiming to establish about a third of that target by the end of 
2030. 

Lead Member for the Environment, Councillor Carl Lis, said: “It’s brilliant to 
see plans underway to significantly increase the number of trees in our district 
and the fact that we’ve already planted 7,000 trees in Aireville Park last year 
was a great start. 

“Trees are very important to improving our environment, our health and 
tackling localised flooding problems so it’s vital that we take action for the 
benefit of all.” 

A number of initiatives are already underway including the Northern Forest, 
which is aiming to plant 50 million trees across the North, while Craven DC 
planted 7,000 trees on its own land in Skipton last year. 

The Wild Ingleborough Project is rewilding 1,150 hectares of land with low 
intensity grazing and it will plant 30,000 trees but many more are expected to 
regenerate naturally 

The Council’s Policy Committee will meet on Tuesday, September 14, to 
finalise the target and agree a four-week public consultation. 

 

September 10, 2021 

Public Consultation on the Draft Good Design Supplementary 
Planning Document and the Rural Workers’ Dwellings 
Supplementary Planning Document: Craven Local Plan  

Craven District Council is launching a public consultation on its Draft Good 
Design Supplementary Planning Document and its Draft Rural Workers’ 
Dwellings Supplementary Planning Document. 
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The public consultation runs from Monday 13th September for a 4-week 
period until Monday 11th October 2021, during which time representations 
are invited. 

All relevant information can be found at: 
www.cravendc.gov.uk/planningpolicyconsultations from Monday 13th 
September, and also in paper form at the Council offices at Belle Vue Square 
and libraries within Craven outside the Yorkshire Dales National Park.    

These draft Supplementary Planning Documents (SPD) add further detail to 
the policies of the Craven Local Plan (www.cravendc.gov.uk/planning/craven-
local-plan/).   

The commitment to provide this document set out in the Council’s Local 
Development Scheme (www.cravendc.gov.uk/media/9709/updated-lds-
2020-final.pdf). 

The Craven Local Plan was adopted by Craven District Council in November 
2019. It covers the period up until 2032 and contains a range of policies that 
are used to assess and decide planning applications together with setting out 
how land is to be used, including land allocations for housing, employment 
and a mix of uses. 

The Draft Good Design SPD and Draft Rural Workers’ Dwellings SPD add 
further detail to the relevant policies of the Craven Local Plan and once 
adopted will assist applicants in preparing and submitting policy compliant 
planning applications in respect of the principles of good design and for rural 
workers’ dwellings respectively.  

In making representations, please be as clear as possible about which parts of 
the SPD you are referring to. You should make specific reference to the 
relevant paragraph numbers, and sections in your response. There are no 
representation forms for this consultation. 

The Spatial Planning Team can be contacted by emailing: 
spatialplanning@cravendc.gov.uk  

 

http://www.cravendc.gov.uk/planningpolicyconsultations
http://www.cravendc.gov.uk/planning/craven-local-plan/
http://www.cravendc.gov.uk/planning/craven-local-plan/
http://www.cravendc.gov.uk/media/9709/updated-lds-2020-final.pdf
http://www.cravendc.gov.uk/media/9709/updated-lds-2020-final.pdf
mailto:spatialplanning@cravendc.gov.uk
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Cllr Robert Ogden 
Penyghent Ward 

 

  

If you have any queries, or would like to report an issue, 

please contact me using my email address: 
 

ROgden@cravendc.gov.uk 
 


